Integrating advanced practice and WOC nursing education.
The increased use of advanced practice nurses (APNs) in all health care settings provides new practice options for WOC nurses and new challenges for WOC nursing education. A number of WOC nurses are moving into APN roles, and APNs who are not WOC specialists are providing much of the primary care for patients with wounds, ostomies, and incontinence. New educational approaches are needed to prepare APNs for specialty practice in wound, ostomy, and/or continence care. In addition, the need exists to incorporate key WOC nursing content into the core curriculum for APNs who provide primary care for patients with or at risk for wounds or disordered elimination. This article explores potential strategies for meeting these new demands.